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Comberton Rogation Walks – Shorter 
This walk is about 2.4 miles long in an anticlockwise loop around the 
village. It is based on one designed by Chris Westgarth for the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in 2012. There is now also a longer walk of 3.6 miles. 

1 Start of walk - St Mary’s Church 
The organ at St Mary’s is the village 
war memorial – purchased by 
villagers to mark the end of the 
First World War. For the full 
history of the church see 
www.combertonchurch.co.uk. St 
Mary’s Church and the village 
celebrated the Diamond Jubilee 

with a beacon on the tower, one of the 38 lit across Cambridgeshire. 

Leave the churchyard through the north gate at the end of the Causeway 
and turn right (east) across the new burial ground, then left (north) and 
around the field to reach the Drift. On the way, you have a fine view east 
towards Cambridge. You can also see the large MERLIN dish at the 
Mullard Laboratory, where pulsars were discovered in 1967. 

Once you reach the Drift and proceed north towards Comberton, on 
your right is the Herring Land, the original source of income for the 
still-extant Herring Land charity. During the winter of 2021/22 many 
birdwatching enthusiasts were to be seen in the Drift, looking for (and 
occasionally spotting) a Great Grey Shrike, which overwintered in a 
nearby hedgerow, together with its larder of prey animals. 

2 Watt’s Wood 
The wood on your right was 
originally part of the Church Lands 
but was sold to the District Council 
for a sewage pumping station. When 
the station was relocated, the area 
became a nature reserve and Bill 
Watts and other volunteers planted 
the trees. Bill, who died in 2002, was 
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a respected District and Parish Councillor; a memorial plaque to him is 
on the footbridge in the Wood. The Parish Council purchased the wood 
in 2005 for £1. 

Carry on along the Drift and, just before you get to the Thornbury 
development, turn left (west) into a path skirting the south side of 
Thornbury, which takes you into one end of Swaynes Lane. At the end of 
this cul-de-sac, turn right (you’re still in Swaynes Lane) and continue to 
the T-junction where Swaynes Lane meets Barton Road. 

3 The Resting Head 
At the junction is Comberton’s village 
memorial. Created in 2003 by Mel 
Fraser MRSS, it was a public art 
project funded by South 
Cambridgeshire District and 
Comberton Parish Councils. It was 
conceived as a lasting memorial to all 
who have lived and worked in the 

village and is inscribed 'The strength of our Village lies in its people'. 

Cross Barton Road, turn right (east) and walk past the bus stop and 
triangular roundabout sign. Turn left into the footpath leading to Milner 
Road, which will take you into the Harbour Avenue estate and to … 

4 The Entente Cordiale Tree 
Comberton is twinned with Le Vaudreuil 
in Normandy. In 2004, trees were 
planted in both villages to mark the 
centenary of the Entente Cordiale. Le 
Vaudreuil has a ‘Chemin de Comberton’ 
lined with bulbs planted during one of 
our annual visits. The picture shows 
Gerard Lebeque from Le Vaudreuil 
planting a Black Walnut (Juglans nigra) 
in Comberton (actually in 2007 because 
the Comberton clay was too much for 

the original tree which, er, died). More information about Comberton 
Twinning Association at http://combertontwinning.org.uk/.  
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5 The Millennium Oak 
Planted by Comberton Allotments and Gardens 
Association in 2000 to mark the Millennium. 

6 The Sensory Garden 
This area was created in 2002 to mark HM the 
Queen's Golden Jubilee. It features various 
sensory plants, a rolled gravel path and a tiny 
replica of Comberton’s original turf maze at the 
crossroads (see later). 

Cross Harbour Avenue and walk along Hillfield Road until you come to 
a bridge over a stream and take the path along the side of the Meridian 
School’s playing field. 

7 The Maze at Meridian  
Comberton’s original maze was 
on the village green (adjacent to 
the pond and playgroup) but is 
now built over. However, 
Comberton has two replica 
mazes. One is on the playing field 
of the Meridian Primary School 
(www.meridian-school.com), 
but is now somewhat obscured 

by usage! The school’s Parent and Teacher Association created this 
replica maze in 2008 to celebrate the school’s 40th anniversary. 

When you reach the corner of the school’s field, keep straight on (north) 
along the east side of the Jubilee Wood. 

8 The Jubilee playing fields and wooded area 
This area was purchased by the Parish Council to provide an additional 
sports and recreational area. The pathway skirts the edge of the field 
and there are several mown paths at the eastern end. Trees were planted 
uniformly throughout this eastern area but the tree density is greater at 
the end nearer the Meridian School, an interesting example of how 
effective natural seeding can be. 
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9a, b Normandy Close 
If you cast your eye East from the 
wooded area you will see Normandy 
Close, a small exception site 
development. There are several reasons 
for the name: our twin village Le 
Vaudreuil is in Normandy, and the name 
remembers the Comberton residents 
who died in Normandy during the two 

world wars. ‘Close’ is an old English name for an enclosure or field. 

10 The Jubilee oak 
This lies on the other side of the south hedge of the playing field near 
the skateboard park. It was planted on the site of the old grass tennis 
courts and donated by South Cambridgeshire District Council to mark 
the Diamond Jubilee. 

Skirt anticlockwise around the edge of the playing field until you come 
to the Diamond Jubilee Walk footpath on your right, taking you west 
into Green End (if you find yourself in the same field as the football 
pavilion, you’ve gone too far!).  

11 Green End 
Comberton 
has a long 
association 
with Royalty. 
There were 
three manors 
in the village. 
(Merks, later 
called Greens, 
Burdeleys and 

Rectory). The largest, Merks (Greens) in Green End, was part of the 
Royal estates until 1177, when Henry II gave it to Esveillard de Seissum 
in return for keeping the royal falcons and a retriever. Of the original 
manor, only the moat remains (near the Surgery). 
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The path from the playing fields enters Green End opposite Manor 
Farm, which dates mainly from the 17th century. 

Green End passes through land that once included the village green, 
originally extending some 600 metres north of the crossroads but 
narrowed following the Acts of Enclosure. There is a clue to this 
encroachment in the greater distance of the older buildings from the 
present road. It was the main road north from Comberton until Long 
Road was created during the enclosures of the 19th Century. 

The Union Nonconformist (Baptist) chapel in Green End was erected in 
1868 and continues to play a prominent role in the life of the village. 

12 The Old, and the (latest) New Village Hall  
The Old Village Hall fronting on Green End is now office 
accommodation, but part of the building is still a village facility. The 
largest section of this wooden building was originally part of Cherry 
Hinton Military Hospital in Cambridge, built in 1915. The Comberton 
building was bought in 1920 and moved to Comberton by horse-drawn 
timber truck, to be erected on land leased from the Loyal Order of 
Ancient Shepherds Friendly Society. 

During the 1980s the former school annexe, behind the wooden 
building, became “The New Village Hall” but this in turn was replaced 
by the current Village Hall in 2006 (cf. 
http://www.combertonvillagehall.org/about.html). The Old New 
Village Hall now lies, like Richard III, under the car park. 

13 The Village Pond, Sign and School 
Comberton Pond has been restored 
several times over the years. The 
sign was erected in 1978 to mark 
HM the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. The 
official opening was attended by the 
Jubilee baby Nicola, her mum Sue 
Hoover and chair of Jubilee 
celebrations Sandra Hyde. 
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What is now the 
Nursery School was the 
only school in the 
village until the 1960s. 
Under its playground 
lies a medieval maze, 
which was on the 
village green until the 
1930s. Looking west 
across the site of the 
maze, on the other side 
of the pond, you can 

see a private residence dating from the 17th century. 

One side of the village sign shows one of two windmills that previously 
stood on village land. The other side depicts the giving of herrings to the 
poor just before Easter. The necessary income came from the Herring 
Field (see above). This activity eventually gave rise to the Herring Land 
charity, which is still devoted to the support of local causes. 

14 The Old Village Pump 
Owned and maintained by the Parish Council, and 
sited on a small cobbled triangle near the crossroads, 
the pump supplied residents until mains water 
arrived in the village in the 1950s. Behind the pump 
is the Parish Council notice board, where the official 
documents of the Council are published. 

As you walk south towards the church, on your left is 
land that was originally part of Cross Farm, within a 

designated conservation area in the centre of the village and the one-
time home of Max Newman, a distinguished mathematician, computer 
scientist and cryptologist at Bletchley Park during World War II. His 
wife Lyn Lloyd Newman (née Irvine) published a delightful account of 
life at Cross Farm entitled ‘Field with Geese’ 
(https://www.worldcat.org/title/field-with-geese-a-book-about-the-
domestic-goose/oclc/1435302/editions).  



7 
 

15 The Three Horseshoes Pub 
The only remaining pub in the village. 
Through the kind offices of the landlord 
and landlady, it was a hub for production 
and distribution of hot meals during the 
Covid lockdown. 

 

16 South St. Allotments and Ancient Shepherds 
Comberton maintains the venerable 
tradition of allotments, an institution 
that has existed in its present form since 
the 19th century. The South Street 
allotments are owned and leased to 
villagers by the Loyal Order of Ancient 
Shepherds Friendly Society. Opposite the 
main entrance to the allotments is the 

drive to Birdlines Manor Farm, a name derived from the medieval 
manor of Berdlines, also known as Burdelins, Burdeleys (the family that 
owned it) and Birdlings (this last name may sound familiar). 

17 The Causeway 

This cobbled lane between South Street and St Mary’s 
Church once extended beyond the crossroads at the 
pond. The stream crossed entering the Causeway is Tit 
Brook, which you previously encountered in Watts 
Wood. Church Farmhouse is on the right just before 
you reach the churchyard, ending the walk. Appreciate 

the church in its surroundings – why not join Friends of St Mary’s to 
ensure it survives? See http://www.friends-of-st-marys.org.uk/. 

[Brian McCabe assisted by Paul Hardy, 3 May 2022]  

Note: The authors live in the village, walked this route in March 2022 and provide this 
description as a best-efforts contribution to the community. We cannot accept any 
responsibility for any inaccuracies. Please notify any such to paul@paulhardy.net. 
When following it you are entirely responsible for your own safety and that of any 
accompanying children and/or pets. Always exercise common sense, judgement and 
caution. 
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